The UK Patent System

A UK Patent application is filed directly at the UK Intellectual Property Office (UKIPO).

Assuming the basic requirements are met, this will result in an application number and an application date. However, nothing further will happen to the application until a request for preliminary examination and a search is filed.

The request for preliminary examination and search can be filed with the application if it is desired to receive an early search report, or it can be deferred for up to twelve months.

After the request for preliminary examination and search has been filed, the UKIPO will conduct a search to see what documents, if any, can be found that may be relevant to the claimed invention. These are notified to the applicant in the form of a search report. The applicant can review the search report and the documents found by the search and decide whether or not to continue with the application.

At around eighteen months after the filing date, the application documents will be published by the UKIPO. If publication is to be avoided, then the application must be formally withdrawn in good time to prevent publication.

Within six months from publication, a request for substantive examination must be filed. Following this, a UKIPO examiner will examine the claimed scope of the patent against the documents found by the search. If the examiner believes the claimed scope satisfies the requirements for a patent to be granted, then a notice will be issued to that effect. However, if the examiner feels that the claimed scope is not new or is obvious over the content of the documents found by the search, then he will issue an examination report detailing the objections to the application. The applicant is set a time limit for responding to the objections and has the opportunity to amend the specification to overcome the objections or to argue that the objections are incorrect. The examiner will conduct a further examination of the application following the applicant’s response and will then either allow the application to proceed to grant or issue a further examination report.

The substantive examination process typically takes between one and two years to complete. However, it can last up to three years.

It should be noted that patents are territorial, so a granted patent will only provide protection in the UK.

The above is a summary of patent system in the UK. The intention is to give an overview of what happens and when; it is not intended to be a complete guide. As such, certain activities are not detailed. Please contact us if you have any questions regarding the UK system.
