The European Patent System

The European patent system basically provides for a centralised route for obtaining a bundle of national patents within Europe.

The overall process is similar to the national process before the UKIPO (see “The UK Patent System”). However, at the same time as filing a request for substantive examination, the applicant has the opportunity to decide in which European states they would like protection. A fee is payable for each state that is desired during the application stage.

However, it should be noted that, once granted, the patent typically needs to be translated into the national language of each of the designated states for the patent to be valid in that state. The translation costs on grant can be relatively high and are often the most expensive part of the process in Europe.

The patent application process before the European Patent Office (EPO) typically takes longer than before the UKIPO; it is quite common for the process to take three to four years from filing an application to obtaining a granted European Patent.
