Introduction to Patents

Patents protect inventions and provide the patent owner with exclusive rights to exploit their invention for a limited period of time.

Patents can typically be obtained for new products, processes and uses. However, there are exluded groups of inventions, please contact us for advice on whether your invention is patentable.

In order to secure patent protection, the invention must overcome certain hurdles, the first of which is that the invention must be new. This means that details of the invention MUST BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL PRIOR TO APPLYING FOR PATENT PROTECTION.

Patents can last for up to 20 years, but renewal fees are payable to maintain the patent in force. Typically the renewal fees are payable annually to the relevant national patent office.

Patents are a territorial right, therefore separate applications are needed for each state in which protection is required. There is no such thing as a “worldwide patent”. We can provide advice on securing patent protection in all jurisdictions throughout the world.

Despite being territorial in nature, certain regions have grouped together to simplify the application process prior to the grant of the patent rights. Accordingly, it is possible to file for patent protection nationally (e.g. apply to the UK Intellectual Property Office directly), regionally (e.g. apply to the European Patent Office centrally) or internationally (this is often referred to as a PCT application or Patent Cooperation Treaty application).

Further details of the UK patent system, the European patent system and the International (PCT) patent system can be found by clicking on the appropriate links.
